
 

 

 

The Nations Trophy comes alive with spectacular racing in Porto Cervo 

 

 

• Coastal race sees high speed sailing in fantastic surroundings 

• G Spot (MON), Mela (ITA) and Hatari (GER) win their ClubSwan one-design classes 

• Italy wins The Nations Trophy at milestone event for Nautor Swan 

 

Spectacular racing conditions will live long in the memory of the ClubSwan Racing fleet at the fourth edition of The 

Nations Trophy regatta in Porto Cervo, Sardinia. 

The Mistral wind delivered in full, notably on the coastal race in the spectacular setting of the Costa Smeralda which 

saw the three ClubSwan one-design classes unleashed with some yachts reaching 20-plus knots surfing in flat waters. 

Add in three days of competitive and friendly inshore racing — which saw seven races in varied and equally 

challenging conditions — and The Nations Trophy provided a memorable experience for all the 28 race teams 

gathered at the renowned Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, who managed the regatta and hosted the superb shoreside 

social events. 

After four days of racing Italy emerged as the winner of The Nations Trophy, with the combined scores of their two 

best performing yachts — the ClubSwan 50s Vitamina and Cuordileone — putting them two points ahead of Germany, 

with Monaco taking the final place on the podium. 

The victory marks Italy's second Nations Trophy title having won the biennial event in 2019, while Spain and Germany 

have also claimed the trophy with wins in 2017 and 2021 respectively. 

Out on the water nowhere was the contest harder fought than in the ClubSwan 42 class, which saw the leading four 

yachts only separated by five points going into the final day. 

The Spanish CS42 Nadir (ESP), owned by reigning world champion and current circuit class leader Pedro Vaquer 

Comas, had edged ahead in the first three days of racing, but was pushed back into second place following today's 

final race by Andrea Rossi's Mela (ITA) who took three race wins on the way to the narrowest of victories. Jose Maria 

Meseguer's Pez De Abril (ESP) was third. 

A delighted Rossi said: "For me it has been tough because I made a mistake in the first race, but the crew stayed very 

focused. We reacted well as a team and we won the second and third race, and we started pushing, pushing until the 

end. 

"So we finished on top of the podium. It is a pleasure to have a lot of friends on board Mela and be able to make this 

incredible comeback. It's really good. We're happy." 



 

 

In the large ClubSwan 50 class Marcus Brennecke's Hatari (GER) put down a marker on the first day with two race 

wins and was able to build on that with a succession of top-three results to take the class a full 13 points ahead of 

Andrea Lacorte's Vitamina (ITA) and Leonardo Ferragamo's Cuordileone (ITA), with her win confirmed with a day to 

spare. 

"It was a great week," said Brennecke. "We had basically everything with very light wind on the second day, then a 

good call from the race committee to sail the coastal race — the first we ever did in this class — and we had up to 36 

knots of wind speed! 

"The boat has never gone as fast as it did yesterday, with a 26 knot peak under gennaker. So we had lots of fun! 

Nothing broke, so everything was good.  

"We are aiming to sail consistently and be there all the time with a slight wind or stronger winds, and so we are very, 

very happy." 

The Nations Trophy event was also particularly memorable for coastal race winner Graeme Peterson's CS50 

Moonlight (MON), as tactician Andy Horton pointed out: "It was the first win on this circuit for Graeme, so it will 

remain memorable for him and us to have won such an epic and visually stunning race in this iconic location for Swans. 

"It was fantastic, the coastal racing in Porto Cervo and sailing in the archipelago is a unique experience." 

Over in the state-of-the-art ClubSwan 36 class Giangiacomo Serena di Lapigio's G Spot (MON) demonstrated once 

again she is always a contender, taking four race wins on the way to a class win ahead of Edoardo Ferragamo's 

Cuordileone (ITA) and Edoardo and Vanni Pavesio’s Fra Martina (ITA). 

"It's been really fantastic I must say," said di Lapigio. "This place is always good with no surprises. It's always windy 

and the organisation is top rate. So we really enjoyed today.  

"I must say I'm happy because we won in very light wind, and we did the coastal race with 30-plus knots and it was 

really tough also for us. So we are improving." 

Ashore too the 2023 edition of The Nations Trophy was an event to remember, marking the milestone 25th 

anniversary celebration of Leonardo Ferragamo's acquisition of Nautor Swan, the establishment of ClubSwan and 

the fourth edition of The Nations Trophy which has seen a year-on-year increase in the number of nations taking 

part. Daily prizes were awarded by Garmin, Quantum, Randstad and the YCCS. 

Speaking at the celebratory Owners' Dinner on Friday at the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda, during which owners and 

their guests received a stylish gift from the Ferragamo fashion brand, a ClubSwan Racing Main Partner, Leonardo 

paid tribute to the passion of ClubSwan sailors and the dedication and expertise of the build teams in Finland. 

He said: "It has been 25 years since we started this great adventure, taking this already legendary yacht name to an 

international brand. And in those 25 years we have not found a better venue than the Yacht Club Costa Smeralda. 

"We get so much motivation from the owners and their crews when we are building a boat and discussing projects 

together. So I thank them from my heart for being so passionate and supportive." 



 

 

ClubSwan Racing also thanked the YCCS for its sustainable commitment, in fact the Club obtained the Clean Regattas 

Gold level Certification for the Nation’s Trophy, released by Sailors for the Sea. 

The ClubSwan Racing season continues at the Copa Del Rey Mapfre regatta in Mallorca starting on July 31. 

 

 

 

 

How to follow the racing 

• Click here for Race tracker 
• Click here for Race results 
• Click here to download the Nautor Swan APP 

The Nations League 2023: 

• April 25-29: SWAN CROATIA CHALLENGE Split (CRO) | (CS36)  

• May 16-20: SWAN SARDINIA CHALLENGE Sardinia (ITA) | (CS50, CS36, CS42)  

• June 20-24: THE NATIONS TROPHY Sardinia (ITA) | (CS50, CS36, CS42)  

• July 31 - August 5: COPA DEL REY Mallorca (ESP) | (CS50, CS42)  

• September 12-16: CLUBSWAN 50 CHALLENGE Mallorca (ESP) | (CS50)  

• September 12-16: CLUBSWAN 36 CHALLENGE Sardinia (ITA) | (CS36)  

• October 10-14: SWAN ONE DESIGN WORLDS Tuscany (ITA) | (CS50, CS36, CS42, S45) 

 

The Swan One Design Nations League 2023 is powered by  ROLEX, RANDSTAD, PORSCHE 

ITALIA,   FERRAGAMO, BANOR with the support of Technical Partners FERRARI TRENTO, SEASE, ETHIMO, NORTH 

SAILS, QUANTUM SAILS, DOYLE SAILS, GARMIN, B&G, SAILMON, GOTTIFREDI E 

MAFFIOLI, AON, SEBAGO, LAVAZZA, PERFETTI – FRUITTELLA and Lifestyle Partners ITALY SEGRETA, LA 

THUILE, GRUPPO LUNGARNO. As Sustainability Partner, The Nations League renews the collaboration 

with MAREVIVO. 

 

Media contacts 

Daphne Morgan Barnicoat | International Communications 

 +34 678 659 317 | daphne@seaclearcommunications.com  

https://sailmon.com/racing/
https://yachtscoring.com/event_results_cumulative.cfm?eid=15819
https://www.nautorswan.com/app/
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.rolex.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/mPvM9UwJW6QKZydn3K-rDSJ3MZw=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.randstad.it%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/zvGlU67kv43IaJzlTR4AqggDBsg=318
https://www.porsche.com/italy
https://www.porsche.com/italy
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ferragamo.com%2Fshop%2Fita%2Fit/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/VYMk4FyQ5xA7d2GBJg8nr_1exxk=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.banorcapital.com%2Fen%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/CoMdCxBVQNG8ByjoZhcTkdL7vSs=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ferraritrento.com%2Fit%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/woU5LwE5MwAID1wHkflZpWYaQvI=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sease.it%2Fen%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/uyWsi62q_70j7lUdRnou8ff3B8o=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.ethimo.com%2Fit/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/tqwTve0MVr3aPsDNY2yHIuSHgiY=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.northsails.com%2Fsailing%2Fen%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/q_FCY31Z4UrLnI7tR_OzJb327TE=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.northsails.com%2Fsailing%2Fen%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/q_FCY31Z4UrLnI7tR_OzJb327TE=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.quantumsails.com%2Fen%2Femail-signup/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/7w1eJpdmIZw2WQ5XBxWs5lh5YiE=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.doylesails.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/zrCqPZBaXUTw77N90lK7uWEJYzY=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.garmin.com%2Fit-IT%2Fc%2Fmarine%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/o6xJSKbVRjN4XzmzqjVl15Yq7Pk=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.bandg.com%2Fit-it%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/hOs7tLhbeTBBK-_gmxuOHltVTKo=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fsailmon.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/C3AKmWv9250VNV-ntbP153wthW0=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gottifredimaffioli.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/KRdLcD1Nxkn3pJGmYIVP5z1GA2Y=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.gottifredimaffioli.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/KRdLcD1Nxkn3pJGmYIVP5z1GA2Y=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.aon.com%2Fitaly%2Fdefault.jsp/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/msf1mSuI3y6frvgSjaeGeEr5BkI=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.sebago.com%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/tBbHAqnsRt5vRUejOjFXHY_csps=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.lavazzagroup.com%2Fit.html/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/b7Ga13cqQ_tkjY03mE2a_LSAdQE=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fruittella.it%2Fgood-for-you/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/6aP3RawyN025Sy80Aj6l67Gx4_s=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fitalysegreta.com%2Ftravel-services-to-italy%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/yBUmda-KehKWH6u2fwzNBJ9-jgo=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.lathuile.it%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/SaIDo7mvXK-H3EeBw6mEZhFIEXc=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.lathuile.it%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/SaIDo7mvXK-H3EeBw6mEZhFIEXc=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.lungarnocollection.com%2Fit%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/BZUkfhd-TIorcjrz2nAXCcvhVIA=318
https://rk91v2nf.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fmarevivo.it%2F/1/0100018799cd5410-70c6d1ee-e9e6-4e8b-bcd5-7f33c64e51f6-000000/kLbpoP7KV2Qo7oANHPrbmGFiAn8=318
mailto:daphne@seaclearcommunications.com


 

 

 Sabina Mollart Rogerson | International PR  

+44 7922 140148 | sabina@seaclearcommunications.com  

 Blanca Lopez Handrich | Spanish PR 

+34 657 854 173 | blanca@seaclearcommunications.com  

 Mariangela Barbato | Nautor Swan Head of Communication & Events 

+39 340 995 5110 | Mariangela.barbato@nautorswan.com 

 

Note to Editors 

Nautor Swan photography 

All event photography and videography is copyright ©ClubSwan Racing Srl. Photos and videos are available for 

editorial use, royalty free. 

Nautor Swan and its racing world 

Founded in 1966, Nautor Swan is recognised all over the world for its performance sailing yachts, and embodies the 

values of elegance, quality, performance, innovation, and reliability. With a state-of-the-art facility in Pietarsaari, 

Finland, a Global Service with four hubs in the Med and 18 service points, plus the ClubSwan Racing, Brokerage and 

Charter divisions, Nautor is a 360° brand. More than 2,350 yachts have been built over the last five decades of 

between 36 and 131 feet. The range is divided into four different lines: ClubSwan Yachts, Swan Yachts, Swan Maxi 

Yachts and the motor yacht division, with the Swan Shadow and Swan Overshadow.  

ClubSwan Racing manages the entire Nautor Swan racing world and represents a benchmark in high-performance 

yacht racing organisation and events. With top-level, friendly and fair competition, ClubSwan Racing aims to 

represent the best expression of the spirit of Swan. It provides both One Design regattas with The Nations Trophy 

and the Swan One Design Worlds, as well as Rating events, such as the Rolex Swan Cup, the jewel in the crown. 
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